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KR ANTHONY. f'l)bl\' (Hotughton Mi//-
. din € umpnny, 679 pgs., 36 95)

1 TIS PMNFULLY ewdent that in.a
. m:eer"marked by one crushmg dxsap~
'pointmient  after "enother, Anthony Eden
_has failed once again in what thay well :
- he a final attempt, to:make.a hxgh mark
..in history. For' a *varxety of “‘reasons . he
“fails, -as many ‘reviewers have; already
nired, to vmdxcate -himself “in "his several |
COontrov ersies w1th the late ‘John Foster
_I)L.Hes

“"What' makc< thxs so irogic is that in ﬂ"cf,

" long view of hnstory the 1udgment is Jikely

/in:go for Eden in_'the’ settlément of the '
- 1;~do-CbIna crisis. He performed 2 master- -’
. {ui service'to the world in helping to pre-

_wont ‘the confhct from ‘spreading sand _in .
"« savifig “what.-could. . be saved ‘which was,"

i ‘considerable; from the French debacle in

he I\m a strong cise to make against the !
) ditatoriness* wad indcciﬁion “of , Dull(.s and
Wt the Fa«enhowpr Administration. ,
nn ihc tofie. of “the hook tends o be-
Larping -and querulous The(e |< Jdngit n
’ :'"'-nos< of spirit ! Rarely,’is "it: mfnsed
ith the human- perspecﬂvé that we had’
right to expect fromione’ who had played

‘ fzgam- of our times. "}
= LT U EMEMOIR, reads like the: chromc]
SRR a. technician,, a. skilled . ahd dedicated -
e hnician, buf nevertheless-a.mah who is
'o'ucwcd with .day tmday details .begin-

. h22'whal the two European powers under-

o m«d

the-long and ‘poisonous’ war in the Indo-
China-iungle. Even in the matter of Suez:;

. close and, 1mportant‘;a part in’ the ;

R Tt

AT Mg PQINT, in pteéamg, hi
“hitterness 7. nd -

Britain. and France ‘ons Suez ‘he’ imphes

“tiook in Egypt was no. more than what the s

- United States hdd done in Guatemala.- That "? g

whs 10" engmeer the ovérthrow of a Com-
mums&-inﬂuenced ‘government; -

had “understood “her action- thereﬂ_w'
e: what.we -could not to hamper .

{ her.id the’ Secur\ty Cauncil,” he writes.
¢ “The Upited States was - behaving (in the "'
* . United ‘Nations) Jn ‘a .precisely. contrary
, manner towdrds "us: "When this point’ \-as

put ‘to United States ofhcxals they had
. noanswer.” -

‘Although there: are simrlaﬂt)es. the
analogy between Suez and Guatemala is
not close."What Eden is really protesrmg,
as f,requemly throughout his -memoir,” is
“the self-righteousness of the administra-’
tion in Washington which reflected; as he”
Puis it, Dullés, the “‘preacher” in world

“tacking. an . unfriendty and even hostﬂe
" regime 1n Guatemala
{ THERE 1s SOMETHING of the
1A rersonal in the;present chronicle,.
3 tells, for example, of his visit in early Oc-

S‘tobor of 1956 to_hig.wife" 's hospital room. - o
z‘Fhere hesufféred a violent. seisiire with a . °

j{tcmperam-e of 106 degrees ln the weeks

3.

“that . follow '&’

. was -of necessity undervsedauves ‘which _: .
- health was a part

. .pnhnc:, The United States never com- . -
.+ -and-his last and- fatal-error in public life,; - Mitted the cardinal mistake of openly at- -

Eden’ ',

a‘tlo

, ledding up.
- crisis, . Edén’s illmess‘was the’ ‘subject & "‘
“ wide-speculation with the’ fumor - that’ he'

conditioned _ his . judgments, - While  hig_* Lo
of the final tragedy, the"ﬂ:.' SRR AN

.account, he gives is so- sketchy: that- thel., . - . B

» reader -is scarcely - moved. exther to com-

passlon or understanding. - [

"Ina Toynbeean time of troubles 0 vast|
. 88'%0 beggar the .imaginsition, " “Eden; as| -
“his " memolr .shows,. scarcely . lived'up- to !
. the need. of .the hour,” But. this'{z ) oom- 3
mentnry on the ‘tithe rather than: én me' oy
man. If -he:had -written his. story “In ol
. more calin: and - ‘conternplative’ mood andw
‘out,0f ' d;mores generoue &pirit, -he: would
have done .the world: and his own ,repuzo-
; greater sem :

iz in -1951, when ‘Eden became - forengn 4
“seciétary, and -concluding wheén :he’ re-m
cned- as Prime. Minister ‘after the Suez 4\=*, -
co. Because the story ‘thus” begins in L
3 % -we have none’ of the long %~ . .
mp of t.he srecord -that went before, ;5\)‘ T
}r‘u‘_ brave -stand against ““appease-

" it the laze-'30s and his  heroic
s ors at the, side of {Winston: Churchill - L
diining World War 11, The author thus does :
an 'r;,ustice to hxmself o t,

hat emerges’is a: fussy and somewhat _'
ritivred sclfjustxﬁcatxon that .jis be- °
. «th the Eden of England’s finest hour. *
' 1-». zmt matter it is not up to the’level
- Eden who at. Geneva’ through the g
'ving’ spring of 1954 patiently - per- ; .
i a_settlement that saved -half | of "‘{(\ :
China from*thé Communist curtain.
“was after Dulles had washed hts"\' \E} :
~ads of “the Whéle aft‘alr and- had re—x*‘ ‘~ N
farped to \\rashmmon 3 ‘

In many réspects,. however the Eden *i*,
Crhemair is an-important book which should *- -
steciiore” sefious attention than. dt ig
. Tnlv to getin this country. Above all. it ¥

..l'mrates the, difficulty of maintaining. a- %

: fu[ alliance between ,Sovereign -pow-
<" int 8 r(\oluhonary world when the '“g
.+ 1atcresis of the (wo powers are.bound to s
" come-intosconflict. Eden at several points - A
" ocecords hig resentment of  the’ repeated +
-American siress bn ‘“‘coloniglism,” and
sartigulary Brmsh colomahsm as one :
source of cu Mew. . o ..; .
A - * ‘ B % g’
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